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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT -2

the tournament programme and re-gluing
regulations.

Reports have been requested from all
parties involved. Regardless of the
eventual outcome of this investigation
this type of incident does great harm to
the sport and I appeal to all those who
care about the future of table tennis to
refrain from actions that cause this kind of
damage.

ANOTHER REPORT CONDEMS
THE GLUE

The glue issue itself is still continuing
throughout Europe and there are some
who hope to persuade the ITTF to delay
further the implementation date beyond
the 1st June 1994. There is however, a
new report on the effects of the glue that
has been published by a team consisting
of Olle Ramnas, Gunnar Barrefors and
Goran Petersson, of the Department of -
Chemical Environmental Science,
Gothenberg University. The report itself
is written in technical language and is
difficult to grasp in full but the conclusion

is clear, I quote:

"The reported major glue solvent compo-
nents may give rise to general short-time
physiological effects. These include
potentially lowered reaction rate and
coordination ability which may be impor-
tant for the performance of the players
involved. The most important long-time
health hazards are likely to be linked to
the increased formation of free oxygen
radicals from the metabolism of hydro-
carbons. These radicals are thought to
increase the ageing of the cell; the
incidence of cancer, and the development
of autoimmune and several other physi-
ological defects. For sportsmen, the
effect of hydrocarbons adds to an in-
creased radical formation due to a high
oxygen intake. It is concluded that
prohibition of the use of organic solvents
in sports is essential both to the sports-
men and as a good example in other
fields of solvent use."

This is a further report which is added
to the four that we received prior to
taking our decision to eliminate the fast
glues. So far, no technical reports have

been produced supporting any counter
arguments, therefore we must expect that
the ITTF will remain firm in its resolve
and rid the whole table tennis world of
this menace from the 1st June 1994 and
resist strongly the attempts of those who
wish to keep these poisonous substances
in our midst.

WOOLWICH SPORTMATCHED

On the junior front, we were delighted
to announce in the September issue of
Table Tennis News and at a press confer-
ence at the European League match in
Whitwick the sponsorship from the
Woolwich Building Society from the
Junior League promotion.

This support is being matched by the
Government's Sports Sponsorship pro-
gramme, Sportsmatch, so that the total
value to the Association and the Sport
over the three years will be in the region
of over £180,000. Full details of how
Leagues can take advantage of the junior
programme will be sent to all League
Secretaries shortly.

O Present:

produlilons

X The 42nd World Table Tennis Championships

From GOTHENBURG, SWEDEN |
MORE COMPLETE GAMES AND MATCHES THAN EVER .....

Tape A - 120 minutes ...

Team Competition, Quarter - Finals through Finals

From your courtside seat you'll see the defending World Champion Swedes fight their way into the finals againsta determined Chinese team. The team finalis the most competitive and exciting
in recent memory. Waldner, Persson and the new powerhouse, Karisson, have all they can do to stave off Ma Wenge, Wang Tao and Wang Hao. Wang Hao shows why he is becoming the
"Worlds Best Defender” as he engages Karisson and Waldner in classic fight-for-every-point matches.

Tape B - 120 minutes individual Men's Competition, including three Quarter-Finals Women's Singles and Men's Doubles
Competition

Upsets abound ... and new faces emerge. Women's number one and two, China's Deng and Qiao, lose early ... France's Chila embarrasses Persson ... Belarus's's 16 year okd Samsonov
surprises Karisson, Canada's Huang beats Fetzner in one of the toumament's best matches, and Belgium's Podpinka (Klampar's transplanted nephew) uses a swing from-the-heels style to
upset Wang Tao and then scare Gatien in the quarters in down-to-the-wire matches. J.M. Saive beat Ma Wenge at his own game in another quarter-final thriller.

Tape C - 120 minutes Individual Competition - Balance of Men's Quarter-Finais Men's and Women's Semi-Finals and Finals
You'll be awed by the new level of power spinning as four Europeans advance to the semi-finals. Waldner's consummate touch prevails over Kim Taek Soo in the quarters, but in the semis
he falls to Saive's inspired kill-every-balltactic. Gatien is too muchfor Primorac in the semis in a battle of power-loopkills. Badescu becomes thefirst European woman to reach the semi-finals
in 30 years, and her match with Hyun Jung Hwa is one of the best ever in that event. The Men's final between Saive and Gatien is a slugfest between the two masters of that game.

| POSTAGE AND PACKING INCLUDED IN PRICE WITHIN UK. ADD £2.50 PER DELIVERY IN OTHER COUNTRIES
| PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO REFLEXT SPORT EURO DISTRIBUTORS, 15 MUIRFIELD CLOSE, FULWOOD, PRESTON, LANCS
|PR2 7EA. ALLOW 3 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. Tel: 0772856022 Fax: 0772 715216

| ORDER FORM (please print) The 42nd World Table Tennis Championships |
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WRITERS' WRITER

Good and interesting reading

JIM BECKLEY ETTA Vice Chairman
for Public Relations. Jim has been in
newspapers all his working life,
starting at the News Chronicle and
then moving on to the Manchester
Evening News, the biggest regional
paper in the country. He was on the
sports desk for about 4 years, moved
on to Public Relations about 5-6
years ago during which time he
started his own Sports PR business.

"National journalists who are
feature writers ... people like to read
about people rather than events ...
their background and what they are
up to ... we have a chap in Manches-
ter Paul Hince. Paul is a former
Manchester City footballer ... but a
brilliant feature writer. You very
rarely come across them ... it's the
use of words, the way that the
phrases come out which are
absolutely brilliant. Not many people
have that ability. There's a chap on
the Daily Mail, Jan Wooldridge, who
has won many an award, who is
again a feature writer and John
Roberts from the Independent. Ian
Wooldridge tends to be a little
political on occasions, but that's
what newspapers very often want ...
These are the people who influenced
me. You enjoy reading them and you
naturally think "I wish I could do
that." In table tennis we have got
two major writers, John Woodford
and Richard Eaton. Two very
different people, both friends of mine
... Richard's way of writing is
different than the Telegraph. It
requires a more in-depth view of the
sport.

Having seen both sides, moving
from (the) journalistic side into
public relations, you clearly see the
differences between PR and
journalism. Public Relation employ-
ees, I believe, should have had a
basic journalist training, 90% of
them do not have this, they usually
come from advertising agencies or
from college, university etc., 90/85%
of PR is about press, clients want to
see stories and articles in the press
so you have got to understand the
press ... I see press releases, which .
are still the main armoury of Public
Relations consultancies coming to
me every day, badly written, badly
timed. At the end of the day they
have got to understand that 96% or
thereabouts of press releases that go
to papers, are binned ... You have
got to be part of that 3 or 4% that get
through. To do that you have to be a
journalist or understand journalism.
You have got to understand the very
basics, not just writing in double
spacing, it's also writing in a certain
style and timing - knowing that if
you do a story they want it by a
certain time. Newspapers react to
minutes and you really have to be on
the ball. I often think that clients
who are paying thousands of pounds
to PR companies are getting very
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The Experis' Expert; The Writers' Writer

(With acknowledgement to the 'Observer'’)

On the samelines as 'The Coaches' Coach' (seein earlier
editions), I asked some leading table tennis scribes to
ponder on their literary peers and significant others, who
had in some way been influences, sources of inspiration or
encouragement, or simply were people who they admired.
There were again, of course other writers I would have
loved to have interviewed - former 'Table Tennis News'
editor for many years, George Yates, who was unfortu-
nately unwell; Ron Craydon,-the other tennis historian;
and longtime Yorkshire, columnist, Rea Balmford, for
example - but there had to be limits. Asitis Iinterviewed
13 subjects and - table tennis journalists being writers and
me being a sympathetic non-brutal editor - some of the
transcripts go on abit! But I believe what they have to say
makes good and interesting reading.

Writes Ken Muhr

poor service ... There is a great deal
to be done in PR as far as sport is
concerned.

RICHARD HAPGOOD, table
tennis writer and radio sports
journalist. On ETTA Public Relations
Committee.

*When I look back on approxi-
mately 25 years in table tennis, some
of the influences that have left a
lasting impression upon me have
been mainly from the administrative
side. Coming from Birmingham,
Maurice Goldstein was the league
secretary. In 1973 he became the
ETTA President and continued in
that position until his death in 1988.
When I was about 20 years of age, 1
was asked to consider becoming the
first editor of the Birmingham Table
Tennis News. For ideas and thinking
I suppose the influence there was
George Yates's English Table Tennis
News...

I continued with the Birmingham
Table Tennis News for some period
and in the early seventies, with the
advent of local radio, I was asked to
contribute to a programme for a new
station that was starting up in
Birmingham in 1974. It coincided
with a Midland Open Championships
that was taking place and I went in
on the very first day of the radio
station which was on the Thursday
before the championships which
were going to take place on the
Saturday and Sunday. That interview
went quite well ... and I was asked
on the Saturday/Sunday to do further
pieces on the Midland Open.
Monday came, telephone (call) came
from the new station 2nd said *that
went quite well. What else is
happening in the table tennis world?
Can you come in tomorrow night and

do a spot?* That was on a Tuesday
and I never missed another Tuesday
for the next 6 years. Influences from
that aspect caused me to consider
all types of radio broadcasting and
during that time I did the World
Service, national radio 'Sport on 2'
as it was then, and some of the
sports I had to cover for and behalf
of BBC included tennis, football,
rugby and table tennis of course. In
fact I became a general back-up man
and filled in for an awful lot of other
correspondents if they became
unavailable ... Some of the people I
listened to, noted their style, 1
wouldn't say I copied ... just listened
and tried to learn as I have gone
along:- Brian Butler, Peter Jones are
two names that are no longer with
us on national radio. Peter Jones
unfortunately has died. Brian Butler
retired a short while ago. He was in
fact the chief football correspondent
for the BBC.

I suppose some people would
say that I am a 'people person'.
Influences there have been gained
mainly from conservations ... early
influences in table tennis stretch
from Christer Johansson, who I had
a long in-depth discussion with in
1970 at the European Junior
Championships in England. Then I
was fortunate enough to meet him
again in Rotherdam in '72 and he
pointed me in certain directions on
the management of people.”

JOHN WOOD, sports journalist and
photographer. Editor of Table Tennis
News.,,

*Influences table tennis wise are
.. .three players, Carl Prean, Mathew
Syed and Chen Xinhua. That's
because they play with long pimples

-and I do!... Iquite admire Richard
Eaton and John Woodford for
different reasons; interesting to learn
that Richard Eaton's career and
Desmond Douglas's started roughly
at the same time ... I didn't know that
until Richard Hapgood told me Ken
Muhr and myself on the Piccadilly
Line en route from the Bonnington to
the Caernarvon (Hotel)! Sport wise, 1
haven't got anyone specifically ...
Photographically I can specifically
remember people. Kent Gavin of the
Daily Mirror, a very good photogra-
pher ... who did really influence me
in my younger days, much younger
days - I'm still young you see, young
at heart! - was Peter Wilson, also of
the Daily Mirror. He was a great
writer of all sports. One time I was
involved as a participant in all sports,
which included boxing - I had a trial
for England; I played against
Middlesex Colts at cricket, for Eaton
Manor Colts - that's a club in
Hackney; I was reasonably good at
badminton and squash. I was really
an all round sportsman and one time
table tennis was one of many other
sports I participated in. So Peter
Wilson was a big influence on me as
a writer.”

JOHNNY LEACH, former world
mens singles champion, book author
and News of the World table tennis
columnist. President of the ETTA.

“*Obviously I have been writing for
many years on table tennis but the
person I have really learned a great
deal from in my opinion is one of the
best writers of sports that I have ever
come across - a guy named Kenneth
Wheeler. A lot of table tennis - the
older table tennis fraternity - will
know of Ken because Ken actually
created the Eagle Girl table tennis
championships which ran for many,
many years; the Eagle comic and the
Girl comic. It was a really great
success and he organised the Five-a-
Side Evening Standard and wrote
books for many of the top sporting
stars. Ken is still a very great friend
of mine and now is editing a
magazine called "Sports Teaching”
which is the official journal of the
National Council for Schools' Sports.
I mix with Richard Eaton, who is a
great writer on table tennis, and of
cause there is John Woodford, and in
the past I have been reporting with
Peter Wilson, who I'greatly admired
and Sydney Hulls, who was the Daily
Express 80 I have mixed with a lot of
the top writers of my time. Out of
interest, Peter Wilson who many
people will know - I had a £10 bet
with him that Ann Haydon would
win Wimbledon, when she was really
at the top in table tennis, and I won
that bet!"

To be continued
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Junior Girls

Joanne Barham
Crystal Hall
Angie Bristow
Alison Smith
Rachel Woollven
Jade Stutely
Cally Howes
Charlotte Eke

. Claire. Chamberlain
10, Laura Pethers
11. Lisa Holloway

OCXINDOT W=

Cadet Boys

1. Christian Thompson
2. Scott Friday

3. Antony Lickfold

4. Jonathan Cheng

b. Stephen New
6. Arron Campball
7. David Richardson
8. Justin Dodd

9. Paul Cronin

10. Christian Hanys

Cadet Girls

Cally Howes
Lisa Holloway
Kelly Grant
Kelly Hanys
Elizabeth Flynn
Ruth Lusted
Rachel Dorman
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BERKSHIRE

With the new season just around the
corner all the local leagues are well into
their 1993/94 preparations. A final look
at last season, in the Newbury league
Thatcham ‘A’ chasing their fifth
successive title were pipped at the final
hurdle by Thatcham 'D'. However it
was some 'D' team including Dave
Reeves, Darren Jones and Janet Parker.
The Newbury and District League
celebrate their 60th Anniversary this
coming season and plans are already in
hand the celebrate the occasion.
Maidenhead and District, Reading
and District and Bracknall and District
champions were Our Lady of Peace
TTC. The club also won the respective
handicaps in each league thus
achieving their best ever season. As
the treble is unlikely to ever happen
again a claim has been made to the
Guinness Book of Records for entry.
On the county front the highlight was
the great achievement of Peter Goutley
and his juniors winning division one,
and Peter tells me that he has high
hopes of lifting the Premier this season.
His only worry is which of his talented
squad to leave out, and if you look at
the current cadet and junior rankings
he has some squad and perhaps the
best coach in England, Jim Stokes.
Finally for this month the latest
Berkshire Senior and veteran rankings.

Senior Men
1. M Syed
2. J Stokes
3. DBam
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4. D Reeves

5. M Childs

6. M Adams

7. C Payne

8. B Johnson

9. D Jones

10. T Young

11. J Mead

12. B Hegedus
13. H Gehlot

14. B Davis

15. C Forrest
Veteran Men

1. Dave Streak
2. Syd Montgomery
3. Peter Bradley
4. lan Schwartz
5. Geoff Davis
6. Barry Morten
7. Colin Dyke
8. Brian Halliday
9. Dave Wise
10. Mike Harris
11. John Mortis

12. Alan Williams

13. Roger Woolven-Allen
14. Geoff Civil

15. John Rose

Senior Women

1. A Gordon
2. J Parker-Stokes
3. GSchwartz
4. 8 Collier

5. JParker

6. L Crick

7. G Galloway
8. G Knigtley
9. IWalker
10. C Basden
11. M Massey
12. J Godwin
13. M Allan

14. P Spooner
15. S Bruton

Veteran Women

Gil Knightley
Christine Basden
Meryl Massey
Jackie Godwin
Pam Spooner
Sylvia Bruton
Jeanne Gloster
Sharon Mitchell
Eve Franey

OCONDG R W=

Stop Press -
Sponsorship

The very existence of some clubs
in local table tennis is determined by
'Sponsorship' SSV, who play in the
Southern Region League and the
Bracknall and District League, are once
again sponsored by major Environmen-
tal company 'Artel'. Our Lady of Peace
TTC have received major sponsorship
from Butterfly and 'Scottish Provident'
at British League and Southemn Region
level and support from Thatcham
Company 'Target Steel' in the
Maidenhead League and Reading
Youth Division. Wokingham Hotel, St.
Annes Manor agreed to sponsor the
0O.L.O.P teams in the newly named,
Bracknell Wokingham and District
League.

ESSEX

Stephen Kerns

News has filtered through from the
Thurrock league of a new addition to
their league of team of handicapped
people to play in their third division.
they will be playing under the name of
Thurrock Wheelers and they are
recipients of a grant from the Thurrock
Sports Council to assist them in paying
for their venue the Tilbury Leisure
Centre. At the leagues AGM it was
unanimously agreed that they be
allowed to play all their matches at
home, as the leisure centre is best
equipped to cope with their needs.

The league has also agreed that all
matches in their division should be
made up of nine singles, as they cannot
play doubles. Their team captain is
John Barton, a wheelchair athlete of
some note who recently threw an East
of England Javelin record of 21:95
metres in the recent Wickford Games.
League Secretary Greta Baker reports
that the league is delighted to have
such an enthusiastic group of people as
new entrants, and wondeis if they are
the only team comprised of wheelchair
competitors competing in an Open
League in the country.

Inter-league supremo Roy Franklin
has reported an entry of 121 teams this
year, seven down on last year. All
leagues have entered except
Silvertown, making sixteen in all
Dagenham dominated proceedings last
year winning the premier league in the
mens, ladies, mixed and veterans
categories and will be out to defend
their titles.

The Chelmsford league, which has
retained its eight division for the past
five years looks like seeing a real dog-
fight to capture its first division title
this season. Last years champions
ECCB (Dave Cole, Rik James, Simon
Woods, Andy Wadling and Shelley
Ruocco) have intense competition from
OCs A (Martin Cole, Steve Rond, Mike
Hayes and Steve Northcott) and the
return of a full-strength Maldon A side
of Dave Newman, Dave Bowlers, Steve
Dettmar, Stuart Gibbs and Don
McGilvroy.

Dates for the diary include the
Essex Junior Open tournament on 27th/
28th November 1993 at the Harlow
Sports Centre. The Junior team thig
year has to say goodbye to the two lads
who did so well in the final year in the
U17 ranks Cris Sladden and Ryan Savill,
but with players of the calibre of
James Wickens, Steve Joslin and
Regan Nettleingham coming through
the standard of the Essex Junior
boys remains highly promising.

In answer to the questions posed
by Diccon Gray regarding the format of
matches, and particularly the two-a-
side (two singles plus one doubles)
match the Chelmsford league have
been operating a summer league on
this format for the past eight years.
Entries were up this year to four
mini divisions of seven teams so
clearly this is providing a popular
out-of-season attraction, but

unlikely to become liked eneugh to
challenge the traditional three-a-side
format of matches. The obvious
disadvantage of the two-per-side make-
up is that less people are taking part at
a venue at a given time, which could
lead to players losing their places in
established teams and slipping out of
the game.

DERBYSHIRE

Colin Deaton

The Table Tennis calendar opens in
Derbyshire with the news that our own
Alan Cooke is to be based in England,
at least for this season.

"Cookie” who has spent the last two
seasons playing in Sweden was missed
in our county during this period and the
news of him being around in our area is
probably just the shot in the arm that
Derbyshire needs. L

We are quite keen to field our
strongest county team this season
being promoted last season to the NCC
premiere division.

If we can get our strongest teams
out which would give us the choice
from Alan Cooke, Martin Kingella, John
Holland, Bradley Billington, Steven
Shaw, Nicola Deaton and Julie
Billington who I am informed is keen to
make a come back after troublesome
wrist injury.

Maybe we would not quite have the
class to emerge as champions but few
would argue that we would indeed be a
force to be reckoned with.

At junior level unfortunately one
county team has been dropped but it is
pleasing to note some of our young
junior players are continuing to make
their presence felt nationally.

Our number one cadet player
Michael Isherwood commenced the
season with a flourish by notching a
double in the Kirklees Open winning
the cadet boys singles and cadet boys
doubles.

His ambition is to get the English
top ranking spot this season and I
reckon it is within his capabilities.

I wouldn't go as far as saying he is
another "Cookie" but coach Derrick
Marples is very pleased with the
progress he is making.

Derbyshire national Councillor Terry
Gadsby has entered another team in
the British National League.

This club, Uxbridge of Burton on
Trent, have lost both Nicola Deaton
and Steven Shaw to Grove but the
dedicated Terry still hopes to experi-
ence some success this year with his
national league team.

The Matlock League Martin Merlins
team have won the Derbyshire County
Challenge Cup by the slender margin of
four points.

They defeated Derby’s Sandiacre in
a real tense final with the final score
down reading 372 points to 368 points.

Congratulations to Chesterfields
Nicola Deaton on gaining the number
one junior spot and also being ranked
number five in the senior ladies ranking
lists.
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Neil Houghton {(County Junior Captain)
is experiencing some difficulty in
getting the necessary commitment
from our junior squad competing in
the junior divisions.

Neil has the full backing of the
Derbyshire committee to enforce
certain foundations to any youngster
who is not prepared to play.

Finally, it was a pleasure to read of
the recovery Roy Pacey, the Eastwood
area enthusiast, is making after having
an attack.

Roy has produced several young
players of note over the year and we
hope after a rest he will continue his
interest and associations with the
game at local level.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE
Alf Pepperd

In last months County news [
mentioned events that had taken place
in the Cirencester and Stroud
League's, this month I shall dwell
upon reports from the Cheltenham and
Gloucester League's.

Starting with the former associa-
tion, Cheltenham are spending £2,500
installing top quality lighting for five
tables in constant use at St. Benedicts
School in Arle Road, Cheltenham, St
Benedicts has for a very long time
proved its worth as a T.T. venue, it
has in thé past been used for the
Gloucestershire Schools Champion-
ships, and also the County Junior
events are staged there regularly every
year, and this year I understand is no
exception.

I think it possible that the St.
Benedicts venue with, of course, the
full approval of the education
authority, might in time, become a
T.T. Centre of Excellence, I sincerely
hope that it does St. Benedicts is
booked for junior coaching. Now what
better way of providing for the future
of the Cheltenham TTA than that?

Stan Johnstone, for several years
the stalwart editor of the League's
newsletter. Net and Edge, has handed
the editorship over to Graham Slack
Stan now serves the Cheltenham
Assoc. as a county representative on
the county committee and Graham
takes overthe role of county general
secretary, a mammoth task, and as
well as these duties, Graham is also a
county selector.

Darren Griffin, the undisputed
county No. 1 singles champion and
mostly associated with the Hempstead
based Wanderers club in Gloucester
has I understand signed on to play for
Dowty 1st Division in the Cheltenham
League in company with Sylvester
Callum, Steve and Alison Cox, I'm sure
that Darren will very shortly be making
his presence well known. Will he pull
out at the end of the season with a
100% singles record? Your guess is as
good as mine.

And finally upon Cheltenham,
Helen Cox takes over the role of
secretary of the association, a job
previously held by Sue While, teams in

the towns League have increased from
33to 26.

At the Gloucester TTA AGM a
proposal from Dennis Oastler from the
Rudford club that all divisions for the
forthcoming season should consist of
eight teams was carried by 16 to 10
votes in favour, each team in all
divisions will now play each other three
times.

After well over three decades of
service as Chairman to the Gloucester
Association, Mr Alan Haines resigned
the position to become the Associations'
new President, Mr Haines was
presented with a silver salver tray in
recognitiorrof this service, the
presentation was performed by Mr
Norman Saunders on behalf of the entire
Gloucester Association.

Mr Andy Browett succeeds as the
new Chairman - the City Committee
remains unchanged apart from Rudfords
Colin Bruton becoming a committee
member, Colin also represents Glos city
on the County Committee.

City team secretary, Ray Marshall
informs me that he hopes to enter three
teams in the Midland League - a senior
team, ladies and juniors teams.

Strouds new general secretary Dave
Dean will be attending next years
European Championships at the
Birmingham N.L.A. on a full time basis,
Dave will be assisting lan McFarlane
with the computerisation of the
championships, Dave's knowledge of
computers came to the notice of Clive
Oakman the championships director,
and accordingly, Clive snapped Dave
up.

Dave Dean has also taken on the
role of Tournament Secretary/Organiser
for the Glo'shire 1 Star Graded
tournament to be played on March 12th
next year.

The County Selectors
have released the
following 1st half

rankings for season
1993/94

Senior Men

Darren Griffin (G)

Dave Harvey (C)
Graham Slack (C)

Ray Powell (G)

Bill Dawe (G)

Dennis Holland (G)
Sylvester Callum (G)
Lawrence Symonds (G)

PN W

Senior Women

Judy Morley (G) PR
Heather Tyrer (G)
Angela Bristow (G)
Alison Cox (C)
Julie Taylor (C)
Jacqui Carver (C)
Liz Johnson (CIR)
Kimberley Selfe (G)

PNDATR W

Veterans Men

Dave Harvey (C)
Dennis Holland (G)
Roy Fower (C)
Roy Moitley (G) PR
John Fannin (G)
Alan Giles (S)
Peter Wood (G)
Rob Wilsher (S)

PN W

9. Rob Wilsher (S)
10. Steve Cox (C)

men
Judy Motley (G)
Julie Taylor (C)
Sheila Matthews (C)
Roz Ross (S)

Vivien Hathaway (G)
June Hall (C)
Barbara Davis (G)
Ann Smith (G)

PNOO A WN

Junior Boys

1. Jon Roberts (C)

2. Robin Price (G)

3. Amon Morimor (G)
Martin Elliot (G)
Scott Wylie (G)

. Scott Nichols (G)

RS

Junior Girls

Ann Humble (G)
Melanie Garlick (G}
Emma Parker (S)
Suzy Robinson (S)
Lynn Holton (CIR)
Sarah Dean (S)

DO AW

Code: C = Cheltenham, CIR =

Cirencester, S = Stroud, G = Gloucester.

HAMPSHIRE
Brian Lamerion

Three months on it is difficult to recall
why this years AGM lasted so long;
obviously a lot of people had a lot to
say which is no bad thing.
The only items of contention which
1 can recall were, should we finance a
4th veteran team which was agree and
should the inter town mens division be
played conventionally or as a block.
This was a no win situation as some
associations would only enter if it was
played one way and some the other.
Eventually we have increases in the
number of county teams and also an
increase overall in the inter town
leagues; this helped by the continued
1e-integration of the Isle of Wight who
have entered a senior mixed team to
add to cadets, juniors and veterans.
The Island was also represented at
the senior trials when their Roger
Hookey caused the major upset of the
day giving No. 1 Graham Toale his only
defeat of the day after 3 'deuce' games.
We appear to have a well organised
and very efficient team management
and selection committee this season;
trials at all levels being held before the
first week in September was out and
the following is the result of their
deliberations.

Seniors

1. Graham Toole
2. Micky Sinanan
3. Ramesh Bhalla
4. Graham Pointer
5. Roger Hookey
6. Jeremy Wilson
7. Kevin Macken
8. Andrew Ely

9. Mark Giles

10. Mark Bleakley

Sarah Costar
Sarah Turner
Barbara Savage
Lorna Dutch
Clare Woodhams
Rachael Cheffy
Jacqui Rice
Donna Granville

OND oA WN

Veterans

Chris Shelter
Bob Cox
Graham Outrim
Maurice Shave
Keith Childs
Ken Burton
Norman Stagg
Ray Lush

Ken Giles

10. George Cole
11. Terry White
12. Richard Mole

©ENDo W

Gill Larking
Sandra Simpson
Mary Barron
Teresa Watson
Janet Guess
Norma Millward
Jenny Boswell
Andrea Seager

PN WN =

Juniors

Greg Burns
Gareth Scadden
Nicholas Hutchings
Dalbir Chaggar
Mark Wilshere
Lucan Chan
Danny Burns
Kevin Smith
Chris Butt

10. Paul Shutler

11. Stewart White
12. Stewart Dover

OENDO W=

1. Lorna Dutch

2. Donna Granville
3. Wanda Hutchinson
4. Sonia Pointer

5. Carly Scadden

ISLE OF WIGHT
John Prean

Our membership figures are up again,
though by only one team this time. We
have been able to defy national trends
for some years now. This time the new
rule concerning rubber colours has not
helped and a number of ‘Old Barna
Bats' players are reported to have called
it a day, but they were not the only
ones. [did not enjoy having to explain
all this to our members, particularly as |
had voted against such pointless
change in our National Council.

I have found the local scene
generally more fun than the national
one. During the summer I was elected
Chairman of the County. There is
much to be done. I see the elimination
of our deficit as a priority. We cannot
go on losing a few hundred pounds a
year indefinitely, laudable though much
of the expenditure has been. We
desperately need more and better
premises in which to play, if the sport
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is to survive, let alone grow. Two
promising projects are in the pipeline.
One is a major one, in partnership with
a football club, which will need a lot of
work and money to bring it to fruition.
If we succeed, it will transform Island
table tennis.

Our Juniors travelled to Southamp-
ton for the Hampshire trials and
surprised us and probably themselves
with their excellent results. Lorna
Dutch (the County No. 1 Junior Girl)
and Sonia Pointer retained their county
team places in the 1st and 2nd teams
respectively. Greg Bumns won the No. 1
place in the trials. Not without anxiety
when he lost an early match, but
otherwise played extremely well. Nic
Hutchings proved the surprise package,
capturing the No. 3 spot and coming
literally from 'nowhere'. He played very
well and showed a good match
temperament. Danny Bums {(13) was
very unlucky to finish 7th and so just
missed a place in the 2nd team and the
experience and pleasure this would
have brought. His time will obviously
come. QOur summer coaching sessions
thus paid off very well. It was fun to be
involved in this way again. Even as.
his father I must pay tribute to Carl
Prean who was tremendous in these
sessions whilst recovering from his
wrist operation which ruined his World
Championships and summer training.
However, England's loss was our gain,
as his coaching was invaluable here.
Catl has now returned to his
Bundesliga Club and his recovery
looked near-complete.

Roger Hookey played very well in
the Hampshire senior trials and looks
set for a place in the second team. The
last Islander to enjoy this honour was
the legendary Jim Daly, though Carl
Prean did play in the 1st team at the
age of 12!

I hope that we shall soon have our
own centre where regular practice

. sessions will take place, covering both
excellence and the rest, including
beginners. If so, our advance may
continue in future years. Watch this
spacel!

LEICESTERSHIRE
Derek Butt

Well the summer league (Elbow
Tankard) has progressed very well and
the group winners, two from each went
into the quarter finals. The teams were
Group A Kingfishers and United, Group
B Park Keepers and Cols Colts, Group C
Ironmen and Good Bad and Ugly,
Group D British Shoe and Gas I

After some every close and exciting
quarter finals we progressed to the
semi finals which were played his
week.

In the first semi final Kingfishers
played Ironmen and what a nail biter
this tumed out to be. After four
matches the score was 4-4, then came
the all importance doubles which the
Ironmen won three from four.
Eventually the works team took a 10-6
lead. Kingfishers then made a
comeback as Richard Grimley beat
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Barry Reeves 2-0, and then in the final
encounter Mick Meredith came up
against lan Wetherby. Mick took the
first game to make the match score 9-
10, but Ian made use of his handicap to
beat Mick in the very last game 21-14.
So the [ronmen (Burgess) made their
passage into the final. Terry Wale
(Ironmen) got a 6/6 maximum.

The other semi final Good Bad &
Ugly (Knighton Park) played United )
(Oadby) and beat them 12-8. Dave
Small got five from his six games for
GB & U and was well supported by
Mike Gillett and Tony Walker. Again
the doubles proved to be a vital part of
the match the holders of the trophy
Good Bad and Ugly taking three from
four. For the losers United Martin
Taylor got four from six.

My bet is that the holders will
retain the trophy, mainly because they
have played the Ironman twice losing
11-9 and making a draw the second
time. But this time they will be more
prepared by virtue of team selection, as
they have more players to choose from
whereas the Ironmen have to rely on
the team that has played previous
matches. But who knows the works
lads may prove me wrong. Any rate
good luck to both the teams, I shall be
there to see what happens. Will report
on the final in the next issue of Table
Tennis News.

Coaching is going well at the Soar
Valley complex and Rushey Mead
school are entering their second team
into the league this season. Well done
lads.

Hopefully the Eyres Monsell
complex will be with increased
numbers this term.

LINCOLNSHIRE
Kath Fisher

While most of us had a rest during July
and August, the disabled players were
working very hard. The wheelchair
from Grimsby played for Great Britain
in the Wheelchair Games in Dublin and
in the team event they did very well to
finish runners up.

Then on to Germany where 600
players from all over the world took
part in an international event, the
competition was very high and Colin
came sixth in a group of twelve.

Next to Nottingham having been
selected to represent England in the
intemational games for players with
cerebral palsy, the event called the
Robin Hood games had players from 30
countries taking part, in the wheelchair
event class 1 & 2 Colin played some
excellent table tennis and was
rewarded by winning the gold medal an
excellent achievement. 3 years ago
Colin started playing in Division 6 of
the Grimsby league and each season
has gone up a division, and starting
next season players in Division 3 will
have to watch their step especially after
all this extra play, he had a very good
season 1992/93 and won the individual
title for Division 4.

Two other players also took part in
the national table tennis championships

held by the British Sports Association
for the disabled at Reading,

Judy Smith beat Elaine Marshall
{(she went to Barcelona Paralympics)
and reached the final where she lost in
3 sets to Melanie Davis (The current
European Champion) Well played, Judy
and Peter Taylor reached the semi final
were he lost to Barry Crook of
Lancashire but in the play off 3rd place
beat Alan Barrett Humberside 2
staraight both players are also from
Grimsby and play in class 6 standing
category.

MIDDLESEX
Lorna Taylor

Nicky McKoy has taken over as first
team manager of our senior side from
the start of the season. We hope he
will lead our team to success again, as
we did last year and many years
previous. Mark Mitchell has retired
from the post after many years of
continued support and excellent
coaching and enthusiasm.

There has been little rest for some
Middlesex umpires, due to the fact they
have been kindly donating their
services at the National Wheelchair
Games. This year they have been held
in Stoke Mandeville.

Middlesex Intetleague has not
changed much from last season. It has
lost one junior side, due to the Isle of
Dogs pulling out, but has gained one
extra team in the Norman Pegg
Competition (Women). The Ted
Contrell Competition is set to be played
on Sundays at one venue, similar in
method to the County Championship.
At the moment Jack Melnick is in the
process of arranging dates and venues
over a few weekends.

I am sad to announce two deaths
recently. Firstly Connie Edwards has
died aged ninety years old. Harry
Edwards is now in a residential home
and has been a life vice president for
many years. Another great loss has
been of Buxton Williams who died in
August while at Willesden High School.
He had done much for the school and a
top Middlesex junior, Jason Sugrue and
wish condolences to all his family and
friends.

NORTHANTS
Dennis Millman

Chris Handshaw's ten year winning
sequence as skipper of Town A, Well
Connected and Higham Band A in the
Kettering League, ended in the final
match of last season when Higham,
unable to field a full side, lost seven
three to Team Electric A.

The Higham side's team members
who had gone more than two hundred
matches without defeat, were doubly
unfortunate because the match had
been originally postponed when
Electric had failed to raise a side.

However, hard though Handshaw and
Richard Elliott played, there was no
escape. Handshaw accounted for both
lan Hawes and Keith Jones, while
Elliott got the better of Steve West
before Hawes and Jones, added the
final doubles to complete Higham's
demise.

Nevertheless this defeat didn't
prevent Higham from taking the title,
nor did it prevent the same squad of
players from their customary monopoly
in Northampton and Wellingborough as
the following statistics show. In :
Kettering the final tally was played 22,
won 21, lost 1, points 205, in
Wellingborough played 18, won 18,
points 168 and in Northampton playing
as Barclaycard played 22, won 22,
points 208.

Congratulations to Handshaw,
whose organisations skills have welded
together the expertise and commitment
of Graeme McKim, Andy Edmonds,
Andy Trott, Adrian Roper and Richard
EDiott but that solitary reverse could
well herald a change at the forefront of
local table tennis.

Barclaycard took the Northampton
title by a massive 51 points margin
from County Trio, who relied heavily
on an estranged McKim, well supported
by Steve Silk, but both Adrian Roper
and Edmonds led McKim in the final
averages, followed by Handshaw,
David Gallo, Keith Jones, Chris
Gibbons, Steve Silk, Mark Nannery and
Phil Snelling.

Other divisional winners were
Treasurers A in Division One, where
John Moon produced the best
individual retwn, Travellers A in
Division Two, Park Avenue in
Division Three, Post Office in Division

.Four and YMCA B in Division Five.

Meanwhile McKim, concentrating
on the Kettering League until a nasty
road accident brought his season to a
premature close, was clinching his
eleventh successive mens singles title,
with Jan Hawes finishing as the
unlucky runner up for the fifth time.

Fortunately McKim recovered
swiftly from his injuries, as did his wife
Joanne, and was soon back to his
ebullient self, just as he was earlier at
the Kettering tournament, where the
only end he dropped was a deuce game
in the semi-final against Richard Elliott.

This perennial champion of
unparalleled consistently, also added
the mens doubles title in tandem with
Chris Handshaw, with Hawes,
partnered for the first time by Elliott,
again on the losing side. McKim
finally completed his own 'grand
slam’, when with Jane Johnston, he
took the mixed event by repeating
the win the pair achieved on their
only other entry ten years ago.

Hawes was consigned to the
runners-up slot for a third time
together with Muriel Cox whose day
ended more happily when she held on
to her singles crown at the expense of
Clare Hickman, who had earlier saved
five match points against Helen Watts,
and then won an absorbing semi-final
against Cathy Fleming, who together
with Mrs Johnston made sure of the
ladies doubles.








